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Many of you, I know, will be concerned about the small community of believers in Afghanistan 
since the tumultuous return to power by forces historically antagonistic to Christianity.  
 
In this edition of Listening World we update you on the work of TWR’s PANI transmitter - which 
broadcasts into Pakistan and North India and, crucially, Afghanistan. It sits in an undisclosed 
location outside the country and will continue broadcasting strong, clear Bible messages in the 
heart languages of Afghan listeners. PANI is the only opportunity many listeners will have to hear 
and understand the Gospel, and they can tune in privately to avoid retaliation by family members, 
neighbours or authorities. 
  
Discovering God’s truth in Afghanistan - and throughout the PANI region - often means you are 
an outcast. Yet rather than relent and convert, these incredibly brave souls have learned that 
knowing God’s truth is so much greater than any threat their fellow man can make. 
 
As you pray for God’s people in Afghanistan, please pray for our PANI broadcasts. Through radio 
ministry, TWR is bringing a daily message of hope, light and comfort into the darkness. 
 
Thank you for standing alongside us - we couldn't carry on without your prayers and support. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

From the Chief Executive Officer,  
Dr Russell Farnworth. 
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TWR’s bank account for the UK is:  
CAF BANK Limited, PO Box 289,  
West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA. 
Sort code 40-52-40,  A/c number 00006887. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support which 
makes it possible for us to continue reaching 
out and touching hearts with the Gospel.  
 
Our commitment to you: read TWR-UK’s 
Supporter Charter at www.twr.org.uk/charter. 
 
Trans World Radio Ltd. is a non-profit-
making Limited Company No 782348 and a 
Registered Charity in England No 233363. 
 
Address: TWR, PO Box 606, 

Altrincham, WA14 2YS 
Tel: 0161 923 0270 
Email: info@twr.org.uk 
Web: www.twr.org.uk 

190 countries
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Since 2014, TWR’s PANI transmitter has been 
crucial in bringing God’s Word to Gospel-
starved South Asia. Pakistan, Afghanistan and 
North India – whose initials make up the 
broadcasting station’s name – are home to large 
numbers of unreached people groups. All three 
are ranked among countries where persecution 
of Christians is at its worst, according to Open 
Doors World Watch list.  
 
As the world recently watched news reports of 
the Afghanistan government crumbling to 
religious militants who ruled the country 20 
years ago, it is easy to think that the dark clouds 
are only getting darker.  
 
Thomas Prasad, the TWR international director 
who oversees South Asia and PANI, outlined 

several reasons to be seriously 
concerned. Believers in 
Afghanistan have always been 
vulnerable and operated 
underground, but as we’ve 
seen, many are seeking help to 
flee the country. In some cases, 
protesters have been killed and 
radio stations have been taken 
over.  
 
But there’s also plenty of 
reason to hope, Prasad said. 
The 500,000-watt AM PANI 
transmitter is located outside 
the country and therefore is 
able to keep pouring Gospel 
programmes into the lives of 
Afghan listeners. Not only does 
PANI bring Bible messages to 
people who likely wouldn’t 
hear them otherwise, but it 
also enables them to tune in 
secretly when amid hostile 
family members, neighbours or 
authorities. 

 
PANI more crucial than ever  
In fact, Prasad believes this is the time to ramp 
up TWR’s broadcast ministry to Afghanistan. 
He’s proposed adding more airtime to carry 
Bible programmes in local languages.  
 
“I personally believe that when we have a 
programme like Thru the Bible – which would 
start, Lord willing, soon – it is the living Word of God 
that is powerful to bring transformation in the midst 
of death that looms over those who believe,” Prasad 
said. “My prayer is that the Taliban would listen to 
God’s Word and let God be the God who can 
radically transform them.”  
 
Prasad and the listener-response teams he 
works with have witnessed both the beauty and 

PANI has  
Good News for 
Afghanistan 



4

the ugliness of introducing Jesus Christ in a 
region where that name often sparks 
misunderstanding and opposition. His team field 
calls and text messages from radio listeners and 
often encounter “spine-tingling levels of animosity,” 
Prasad said.  
 
These workers on the front lines hear things 
like: “May your family be cursed to the seventh 
generation,” “You are infidels!” and “You are a 
disgrace to your country.” The denunciations, some 
involving dire physical threats, do have a personal 
impact, the team members acknowledge. They 
grapple with fear, anxiety, lost sleep, anger and 
discouragement, but they resolve to respond 
positively – then try to steer the conversations 
towards Christ.  
 
“I have learned to honour those who call and not 
consider them my enemy,” one of the team 
members said. “I say something like, ‘You swear and 
curse at me. I would, too, but Jesus has changed me. 
May I pray and bless you?’ And then for each curse 
the caller spoke, I prayed God’s blessing on them.” 

Having an impact on Afghan lives   
While difficult conversations like this aren’t 
always going to result in immediately changed 
hearts, they plant seeds that Prasad and the 
response teams hope will one day take root. As 
the PANI broadcasts took root with this 
listener: “Your radio programmes prevented my 
father and uncle from carrying out a vengeance 
killing! Thank God they listened to your broadcasts 
and realised the significance of forgiveness and 
leaving revenge in God's hands. As a result, they 
decided to forgo their plans and forgive the man.” 
 
That listener added, “I value you so much that I set 
my alarm clock for the Friday live broadcast, which I 
have never missed.” And another wrote, “I rejoice 
in the Lord because my entire family has accepted 
Christ! My brother-in-law said recently, 'Come and 
help me. I want to commit my life to Jesus!’”  
 
The production and response teams involved in 
PANI outreach have continued to meet 
frequently to consider how to adapt and react 
to address listeners’ changing needs. Pray that 
God would equip and encourage the team and 
pray that their ministry would plant lasting seeds 
of hope. 

The PANI Transmitter  
Reach: 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and North India 
500,000 watts AM/MW.  
Potential Audience:  
210 million.  
Languages:  
Bagri, Dari, Kashmiri, Hindi, Kumauni, Pahari 
Kangri, Pashto Southern, Punjabi, Western 
Punjabi, Saraiki, Tajiki and Urdu.  
Programmes: 
The Way of Righteousness, House Church, 
Khyber Programmes, Thru the Bible, Springs of 
Living Water and The Christian Home.



Regional Update:  
Latin America & The Caribbean
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Media Player  
Distribution Project 
 
In many parts of the world, people have little 
access or exposure to the Gospel because of 
where they live and what language they speak. 
TWR seeks to fill this need by sharing the 
hope of Christ in people’s heart languages, 
using the best type of media for the context. 
This is often in the form of media players as 
they are compact, portable and customisable. In 
rural areas, media players are a powerful way to 
share the Gospel message with unreached 
people groups. In these regions, there is poor 
or no internet connection and geography 
makes radio broadcasting challenging. Media 
players allow people to hear the Word of God 
in their heart language and to gather in small 
groups for fellowship and discipleship. 
 
As a media ministry, this is an exciting time  
to be involved in media! Media technology is 
constantly changing and becoming more 
affordable, portable and accessible. With the use 
of media players, such as the solar-powered 
ImpaX device from our partner 

organisation Galcom International, USB 
drives, SD cards, MicroSD cards, and mobile 
apps, we are able to deliver the truth of God to 
many people!  

 
Following a TWR Latin America Partners 
Conference, we partnered with RTM Peru 
for a media player distribution project. TWR 
provided 200 Galcom ImpaX players 
which contained an audio New Testament  
in the Quechua del Cusco language, Thru the 
Bible in Spanish, and several pre-tuned radio 
stations from within the region, as well as the 
Bonaire station. Due to the pandemic, 
distribution of the players was delayed, but 
RTM Peru has now begun to distribute 
these players. 
 
The first distribution took place in July. The team 
organised a day of evangelism in Lima, which 
over 100 people attended. They used an 
amplifier with two speakers to preach to the 
entire community from a truck. After, they gave 
the solar radios to people who expressed an 
interest in learning more about the message of 
salvation. 

God is at work in Latin America and the Caribbean! We wanted to update you on some of 
the latest exciting projects which have been happening in this particular region.



During the distribution they met Veronica, a 
30-year-old married woman who has three 
children and owns a small shop. She listened 
attentively to the Gospel presentation, and, 
through many tears, she asked if the pastor of 
the church would visit her and help with her 
marriage. Veronica recognised that only God 
could help change her life and her marriage. The 
church pastor and church leaders promised to 
visit and gave her a solar radio. 
  
Flor is another woman who listened attentively 
to the message of Jesus and gave the team 30 
minutes of her time to hear the good news. Like 
Veronica, she asked whether the pastor would 
visit her home so that her entire family would 
be able to hear the Gospel. She also received a 
solar radio and was very happy that she will hear 
the Word of God through the radio.  
  
Praise God for these testimonies! We look 
forward to sharing more impact stories with you 
as RTM Peru continues to distribute media 
players in the country in the coming months.  

 

“I write to you from Cuba. I really like 
your programme. I listen to it every 
night, as does my grandfather in 
Santo Domingo, and we’ve both been 
greatly blessed by the topics you 
cover. Every night you really make us 
reflect on the Word of God. Keep 
broadcasting like this.” 
- A Cuban listener   
 

Island Sunshine Brings 
Renewable Energy to TWR 
Bonaire 
 
The tiny island country of Bonaire is a stunning 
place. Located just 50 miles north off the coast 
of Venezuela, it boasts year-round sunshine, 
warm temperatures and lush beaches perfect for 
snorkelling and scuba diving. It also happens to 
be the home of the most powerful medium-
wave (AM) transmitter in the Western 
Hemisphere. 
 
TWR Bonaire transmits programmes such 
as A Través de la Biblia, Tierra Firme and Entre 
Jovenes into Cuba, Venezuela, Brazil and other 
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
But as you might expect, the 450,000-watt 
transmitter, which began broadcasting in January 
2018, requires a significant amount of electricity. 
 
Although residents number only about 21,000, 
Bonaire has seen a population increase of about 
9% over the past three years, taking a 
considerable toll on energy expenditures. While 
Bonaire previously relied predominantly on fossil 
fuels, local authorities have begun moving 
toward using cleaner, renewable sources of 
energy like solar power. 
 
TWR Bonaire has also felt the effects of high 
utility expenses. Despite taking steps such as 
reducing use of artificial lighting and air 
conditioning, the staff still face substantial day-to-
day costs. Both to save money and to show 
solidarity and enthusiasm with the island’s 
endeavours to become more environmentally 
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friendly, TWR Bonaire commissioned a project 
to install a solar-power system at the studio and 
office building, the nerve centre for ministry 
operations on Bonaire. With an abundance of 
brilliant sunshine, Bonaire is an ideal location for 
solar energy to power island operations! 
After years of consideration, the solar-panel 
project was finally launched with the primary 
goal of reducing operational costs at TWR 
Bonaire and ensuring future viability of the 
ministry. Due to the incremental decrease in the 
price of solar power and the success of a similar 
solar-panel project in Guam, the Bonaire team 
felt this was the perfect time to get the ball 
rolling. The installation of nearly 100 solar panels 
will generate an estimated £8,000 per year in 
cost savings. 
 
The project consists of first installing a carport 
at the office, providing an elevated mounting 
point for the solar panels while simultaneously 
delivering protection to TWR vehicles from the 
sun and elements. Once the carport is in place, 
96 solar panels will be mounted on a framework 
of six steel beams 3 meters in the air.  
 
Other repairs needed to take place before the 
carport could be installed, such as upgrading 
electrical panels and establishing reinforced 
concrete anchors. Fortunately, TWR Bonaire 
received assistance from several seasoned TWR 
staff members. 
 
“We are so grateful for all of the help that came to 
Bonaire to do this work. It would have taken too 
much time for our team here to do all the work 
ourselves,” said Jonas Fischer, technical director 

for TWR Bonaire. 
 
Veteran missionary Chuck Saunders, who 
recently retired from TWR, arrived in Bonaire to 
train the team on safely operating the new 
jackhammer-equipped backhoe, an excavating 
machine used for digging and transporting 
materials. Additionally, retired missionary Jim 
Munger brought a team of five workers, three of 
whom were certified electricians, to navigate the 
electrical wiring and upgrades. 
 
With a fantastic team, generous donors and 
countless hours of hard work, the solar-panel 
project team was able to complete much of the 
project in preparation for the flipping of the 
switch to bring sunshine-generated energy to 
TWR Bonaire’s station. 
 
Steve Shantz, TWR’s vice president for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, said, “It’s amazing 
how God provided the funding through generous 
donors so that we can use green energy to lower our 
dependency on the power grid. I’m astounded how 
God also provided the people, talent and equipment 
to pull out this project. This is a boost to our 
operations and an encouragement for our Bonaire 
team.” 
 
Now that TWR Bonaire can save roughly 
£8,000 per year, that money can be allocated 
toward other important aspects of ministry! 
With solar panels partially powering stations in 
Bonaire, Guam and West Africa, the focus now 
shifts to Johannesburg, South Africa, where plans 
call for an installation at the TWR Africa 
regional office. 
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Bible Stories for Children 
TWR is translating and producing Bible Stories for 
Children in Spanish. They are available on 
TWR360 and are aired across the Latin 
America FM network.  
 
Cuba Ministry 
In partnership with a Cuban pastor we 
broadcast programming by Cubans for Cubans, 
plus we follow-up with listeners and host biblical 
counselling training across the country. 
 
Peru Media Players  
We are distributing 200 media players containing 
an audio New Testament in the Quechua del 
Cusco language, Thru the Bible in Spanish and 
several pre-tuned radio stations, including some 
in the region as well as the Bonaire station. 
 
Colombia Office and Studio 
RTM Colombia is growing and they are hoping 
to move into a new office space very soon, 
which will include a studio. Currently, all audio  

 
 
production is done at the 
homes of the presenters! Praise    
God for this new space which will allow 
RTM Colombia to grow as a ministry and 
better reach their country with the Gospel. 
 
Discipleship Essentials  
This library of discipleship resources has been 
translated into Spanish by the TWR team in 
Venezuela. The TWR team in Uruguay is 
currently producing radio programmes for more 
than 130 lessons, which are aired from the 
Bonaire and Uruguay transmitters and are 
available on TWR360. 
 
Venezuela Media Players  
We are distributing 200 media players to 
listener families in the Spanish and Warao (an 
indigenous and unreached people group) 
languages, fix-tuned to the Bonaire station.

Share your testimony with us! 
 
Have you been listening to TWR-UK since you were little or have you recently joined the family? 
Were you there when we built the Guam transmitter or did you celebrate with us recently when we 
reached 275+ languages? No matter how long you’ve been partnering alongside TWR, if you’ve got a 
story to tell then we’d love to hear from you. We’d love to collect some stories of how TWR has 
been a part of your testimony, to share with and encourage all our listeners and supporters. 
 
If you have a good news story, please write to us either via post (using the free-post envelope 
provided) or by email at twr@twr.org.uk.  
 
By sending us your story, you are providing permission for that story to be used in social media posts, e-newsletters and print publications, however all 
stories will be posted anonymously and identifying characteristics will be removed, to protect your privacy.

What does TWR’s ministry  
in Latin America look like? 



www.twr.org.uk9

How will you respond 
to God’s Word? 
 
The Verdict is a daily and weekly 25-minute programme 
featuring the passionate expository Bible teaching of  
Pastor John H. Munro. 
 
Born and raised in Scotland, John Munro graduated from 
the University of Edinburgh and practiced law in Scotland 
before God called him to full-time ministry. He and his  
wife, Gudny, moved to Texas where he attended Dallas 
Theological Seminary. 
 
For more than 30 years, John has served in pastoral ministry. He has served as Senior Pastor in 
Kalamazoo, MI; Pittsburgh, PA; and Halifax, Nova Scotia. Since February 2006, he has served as 
Senior Pastor at Calvary Church in Charlotte, NC. 
 
In each programme on The Verdict, listeners are challenged to turn to the Bible and render a 
“verdict” as they consider their personal response to the truth of God’s Word. Pastor Munro 
presents a clear, no-nonsense examination of Scripture, offering insight and application for all 
backgrounds, from those unfamiliar with the Gospel to mature believers following Christ. 
 
Tune in to The Verdict weekdays at 10.45am, 4.45pm or 10.45pm on TWR-UK, 
or catch the weekend programme Saturday 6.25pm or Sunday 6.25am. 

The Verdict with Pastor John Munro

In Your Listening Guide
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We each faced many different challenges during the height of the pandemic, 
but what was it like being a news broadcaster during that time? Here at 
Listening World, we caught up with James from the TWR-UK news team to 
find out… 
 

News in the Time of

On the evening of 23rd March 
2020, I watched Boris Johnson 
address the nation from my 
study at home, surrounded by 
cables, an old laptop and a 
microphone that liked to cut 
out at the most inopportune 
moment. As he spoke, I was 
playing about with my laptop 
settings, trying to work out how 
I was going to broadcast the 
news live the next day. I wasn’t 
the only member of the news 
team with challenges. Another 
one of our journalists lived in a 
house share. She had managed 
to set up an office in a room 
with Roger, their pet bearded 

dragon. He had a 
habit of running 
around in his tank 
the moment we 
started a broadcast. 
As for Dave, if it 
rained, the sound     
of it on his roof 
made you think         
a monsoon was 
passing by. 
 
However, it wasn’t as 
challenging as we 
thought it might be. 
Occasionally we had 
to order an extra 
piece of equipment, 
or hurriedly reset a 
computer seconds 
before we were due to be       
on-air but we soon started to 
get to grips with the new 
normal. Like most people, 
Zoom was something I thought 
fast cars did, but it ended up 
being instrumental for much of 
our output, interviews and staff 
meetings. It wasn’t as good as 
being together “in real life” but 

it enabled us to get by.  
 
As the days turned into weeks 
and the weeks seemed to turn 
into months we had to wrestle 
with how to respond to a story 
that was impacting everyone. 
We felt we had an extra 
responsibility to not only update 
listeners on the latest situation 
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the Pandemic
but also to reflect on what God 
might be saying to us in these 
unusual times. There were 
several times when I felt 
downcast but then we’d hear 
from guests like Roger Carswell, 
Rico Tice or Professor John 
Lennox who would remind us 
that however bleak the death 
toll seemed, God was in control. 
 
For me, the pandemic was a 
reminder that we often put our 
hope in the wrong places. 
Sometimes we rely on our 
financial security, or our health 
or our employment status. 
Overnight, many of us were 
forced to realise that these 
things weren’t necessarily going 
to sustain us. Throughout this 
time I regularly reminded myself 
of a verse in Psalm 33: 

“We wait in hope for the Lord; 
he is our help and our shield. In 
Him our hearts rejoice, for we 
trust in his holy name.” 
 
As the pandemic progressed, 
trust in journalists plummeted. 
With the wall-to-wall coverage 
about COVID on the radio,       
TV and in our newspapers,           
I couldn’t blame people who 
said they had chosen to 
disengage with the news. So 
why is it important for us as 
Christians to stay in the 
loop? 
 
When I was training to be a 
journalist, one of my tutors, a 
former editor of a major local 
newspaper, once told me that 
you can gauge the level of 
interest people have in a story 

by listening to how many people 
are talking about it in the local 
pub or coffee shop. Whether we 
like it or not, people talk about 
the news. They’re interested in 
it and will spend time debating 
(or arguing) about the big topics 
of the day. What if, as Christians, 
we can talk to them about the 
news as a way of sharing our 
faith? Despite what we’re told 
by our society, statistics tell us 
that people are still interested in 
searching for meaning in their 
lives. Every day the news gives 
us stories which we can use to 
tell people about the hope we 
have in Him. If just one of our 
news features gives you the 
tools to tell someone they’re 
loved and valued by God, then I 
feel it will have been worth it.

Remember 
 you can  

join James  
and the  

news team 
weekdays  
at 10am  
or 12pm  

on TWR-UK. 

By James  
Maidment-Fullard,  

Broadcast Manager  
at TWR-UK
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TWR, PO Box 606, Altrincham, WA14 2YS.    Tel: 0161 923 0270, E-mail: info@twr.org.uk, Web: www.twr.org.uk

Prayer is the backbone of TWR – and we are so grateful that you stand alongside us in intercession!  
God delights to change people’s lives and we are amazed and humbled that He allows TWR to be a part of it all.

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

WEEKENDS

Praise God for the media players that have been distributed across Peru,  
allowing people to hear the Word of God in their heart language.

Pray for the Bonaire transmitter, for a clear and rich signal enabling  
many different groups of people to hear and be sustained by the Gospel. 

Pray for the broadcasts that reach Cuba, Venezuela, Brazil  
and other countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Praise God for the Bible Stories for Children programmes  
that are translated and aired across the Latin America FM network.  

Pray for the TWR team in Colombia as they move into a new 
office space and that God would use this space to grow the ministry.

Please pray for TWR’s ongoing work in the UK.  
 

Pray for our TWR-UK chief executive Russell Farnworth,  
as he leads the work in the UK. Pray for God’s wisdom in his 

 daily tasks and as he develops the ministry for the future.  
 

Pray for our Board of Trustees. Pray for guidance in  
God’s will and the resources to carry it out.

PRAYER DIARY

Prayer Matters  
Latin America & The Caribbean 
From January to March we invite you to join us in praying for TWR’s ministry in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and (at the weekends) in the UK.  


