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For many the New Year is an opportunity to make a fresh commitment to something, 
maybe it could be a new diet, a workout schedule or a Bible in a year reading plan. 
 
As we enter 2024 I am reminded of the 3.4 billion people living in unreached people 
groups with little or no access to the Gospel. TWR-UK remains committed to engaging 
people with biblical truth, leading them from doubt to decision to discipleship, both at 
home in the UK and around the world. 
 
In this edition of Listening World we explore how TWR is working among nomadic 
herdsmen in Northern Nigeria, our continued work in “closed nations” including 
Afghanistan. We also hear how a TWR-UK listener became a church planter in 
South Africa. 
 
As always we pray these stories will bring great encouragement to you. On behalf of 
TWR-UK may I express our thanks for your ongoing support and prayers. We wouldn’t 
be able to achieve what we do without your continued partnership in the work. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

From the Chief Executive Officer,  
Dr Russell Farnworth. 
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Broadcasting in the UK: 

Sky Guide 0128        
Freesat 790        
Freeview 733        
 
www.twr.org.uk           
 
 
 
Smartphone & tablet app 

Connect with us:

@TWRuk 

TransWorldRadioUK 
 

TWR’s bank account for the UK is:  
CAF BANK Limited, PO Box 289,  
West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA. 
Sort code 40-52-40,  A/c number 00006887. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support which 
makes it possible for us to continue reaching 
out and touching hearts with the Gospel.  
 
Our commitment to you: read TWR-UK’s 
Supporter Charter at www.twr.org.uk/charter. 
 
Trans World Radio Ltd. is a non-profit-
making Limited Company No 782348 and a 
Registered Charity in England No 233363. 
 
Address: TWR, PO Box 606, 

Altrincham, WA14 2YS 
Tel: 0161 923 0270 
Email: info@twr.org.uk 
Web: www.twr.org.uk 

190 countries

300 languages

One Hope
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Be careful what you read, it might change your 
life. Even if it’s only a bumper sticker. 
 
Consider how unlikely it was that Matt Viljoen 
was even in a position to see a bumper sticker 
as a 34-year-old living in the coastal village of 
Broadstairs in Kent. 
 
Matt was not originally from Broadstairs, or the 
UK for that matter. Matt grew up in South Africa 
where he was educated as a veterinarian. In 
1999 Matt moved over to the UK with his wife 
and two young daughters after hearing that 
veterinarians were in demand. 
 
“[Initially] my wife actually suggested … six 
months and then we could tour a little bit with 
our children,” Viljoen recalled. 
 
It was on his way to work on a Thursday 
morning that his life would be forever changed. 
As Matt came to a set of the traffic lights on his 
usual 3-mile commute he pulled up behind a car 
with a bumper sticker, carrying the name and 
frequency of a Christian radio station. 
 
Matt was intrigued. 

He and his wife had already committed their 
lives to following Jesus. Both had grown up 
regularly attending church as “cultural 
Christians,” in Viljoen’s words. But three years 
earlier shortly after they moved to the UK, the 
Viljoens met another South African couple, 
another veterinarian, who had come to faith in 
Christ. Their new friends led them into a 
relationship with Jesus. 
 
Course Change 
 
The Viljoens became involved in a thriving 
evangelical church and were growing in their 
faith, but Matt Viljoen, who describes himself as 
inquisitive, wanted to go deeper. Matt hadn’t 
been aware that there was such a thing as 
Christian radio. (At the time, he said, there 
was only one Christian radio station in the south  
of England.) 
 
He tuned into the frequency on the bumper 
sticker at the first opportunity. The first thing he 
heard was a teaching by Chuck Swindoll on 
Insight for Living from TWR. He was hooked. He 
still has books from several of Swindoll’s sermon 
series in his home. 

From Veterinary  
to Church Planting  
– TWR-UK



This was the beginning of a course change 
for Viljoen. 
 
“I’m a positive kind of person, so listening, 
especially listening to the Swindoll sermons … I 
wanted to teach other people,” he said. “So in 
the practice, in the consulting room, I would use 
that to start evangelising people. … The 
consulting room was a training ground for me.” 
 
Within another three years, Viljoen had made 
the decision to switch from veterinary practice 
to preaching. He enrolled at The Master’s 
Seminary in Los Angeles, California. His desire, 
after completing seminary, was to return to 
Europe and he had offers to teach at Bible 
schools in Berlin and in Zurich. 
 
“I was keen for that,” he said. “I wasn’t heading 
back to South Africa.” 
 
Return to South Africa 
 
But 18 months before graduation, a seminary 
graduate who had returned to South Africa 
contacted him. He invited Viljoen to join him at 
his church with a three-year plan in mind for 
planting a new church with Viljoen leading it. 
“Eventually we decided to come back to South 
Africa at the end of 2007 in October, and the 
church plant that was a three-year project 
literally happened within three months,”
Viljoen said. 
 

The church, about halfway between Pretoria and 
Johannesburg, started small, he said, with 14 
adults and 14 children. But in 11 years, God had 
grown the church to the point that another one 
could be planted. This was in Pretoria, because a 
number of people had been driving from there 
to the first church plant. Viljoen is pastor of the 
second church plant, called Pretoria Christian 
Congregation. Services are conducted in 
Afrikaans. 
 
Along the way, the preacher whose career was 
inspired by radio teaching spent time on the 
radio himself. For more than four years, he was 
featured on a weekly question-and-answer 
programme about the Scriptures. 
 
One of the reasons he decided to go back to 
South Africa was to counter a superficiality he 
saw in many of the country’s churches. But 
clearly, some were as hungry for spiritual truth 
as he was back in England in 1999. People drive 
as far as 100 miles to attend Pretoria 
Christian Congregation. 
 
His life hasn’t always gone in the direction he 
expected, but Viljoen is OK with that. 
 
“So, no, the intent wasn’t initially to come back 
to South Africa,” he said. “But as Proverbs 16 
says, ‘Man plans his steps, but it’s the Lord who 
directs them.’”

Prayer Points  
• Thank God for Matt Viljoen’s story, pray 

that God will continue to bless him as he 
ministers in South Africa. 

 
• Pray for the TWR-UK listeners. Pray that 

as people tune in they will also be inspired 
to serve God in the ministry.
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“Please pray for us,” the young Afghan woman 
wrote to TWR’s ministry partner in her country. 
  
The woman and her husband follow Christ, a 
rarity in a country in which only 1 in 10,000 
people are Evangelical Christians, according to 
the mission research initiative The Joshua 
Project. 
  
When she was growing up her family moved to a 
different province, so that she could finish high 
school. She went on to earn a bachelor's degree 
from the American University of 
Afghanistan and marry a man in her field of 
work. In a country with no public gathering 
places to proclaim Jesus, she became a Christian 
through listening to TWR’s Hope for Today 
programme. She and her husband, also a believer, 
would invite people to their home and share the 
Gospel with them. 
  
However the fall of Kabul in 2012 changed 
everything. “‘The extremists’ presence has made 
the situation unsafe for us,” she wrote. “Both our 

jobs and other activities have been lost.” 
  
Afghanistan is one of the places that TWR will 
highlight in 2024 as we present a year-long focus 
called Reach the Last. 
 
“Our whole strategy is to reach the world with 
the Gospel,” said Jon Fugler, chief content officer 
for TWR. “And we’re positioned with the 
facilities that we have outside some of these 
countries that bring the Gospel to [those living  
in places of severe persecution].” 
 
New Theme, Old Idea 
  
Reach the Last is a new theme, but the idea of 
reaching the last extends back to 1948. In that 
year Youth for Christ staged its first 
international conference in the beautiful Alpine 
village of Beatenberg, Switzerland. 
  
A Canadian evangelist named Oswald J. Smith Jr. 
chastened the delegates from 46 nations. In 
spiritual terms they were only feeding those on 

The Unfinished Task  
– Reach the Last
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the front rows, Smith charged. No one was going 
to the last rows. Who was feeding them? 

  
Among those in attendance was a 30 
year old Youth for Christ director 
from North Carolina named Paul Freed. 
That conference and his encounter there 
with two zealous delegates from Spain 
would start Freed on the journey that 

led to what is now TWR. 
  
From its founding in 1952, TWR has joined other 
mission agencies in seeking to bring the good 
news of Jesus to the whole world. Yet people are 
still waiting in the last rows. The Joshua 
Project finds that 7,385 of 17,442 people groups 
in the world - more than 42% - are unreached, 
meaning they don’t include enough Christians to 
grow the faith without outside help. 
  
Throughout the campaign this year we will focus 
on those people in the last rows. We’ll meet the 
Sudanese people of Indonesia, take you to the 
jungles of Suriname and learn about unreached 
people groups in such places as Somalia, Türkiye, 
Bosnia and Japan. 
  
In Afghanistan, the Reach the Last campaign will 
especially highlight women in the Hazara people 
group, an ethnic and religious minority that 
makes up 10% to 20% of the nation’\s population. 
 
 
 

If the woman quoted at the beginning of this 
article were growing up today, she wouldn’t have 
been able to finish high school in any Afghan 
province. The current regime bans girls from 
attending school beyond the age of 11. 
  
Yet as we’ll show, the people of Afghanistan - 
including Hazara women and girls - are able to 
hear the Gospel via radio, thanks to the PANI 
(Pakistan, Afghanistan, North India) transmitter 
located in a Central Asian country. Among the 
programmes aired in Afghanistan one is called 
Hope for Hazara. 
 
Reach the Last Campaign 
 
Each month during 2024 we’ll be focussing on a 
particular unreached people group or on a 
country with unreached peoples. In addition to 
online and magazine articles, you’ll see a new 
listener-story video, the release of a book and 
the launch of a full-length documentary. 
  
We’ll see how God is using TWR and media to 
overcome barriers and speak truth to these 
precious people. We hope the campaign will 
result in greater awareness of these people 
groups, greater awareness of how media plays a 
part in ministering to them, and greater prayer 
and financial support for TWR. 
  
 
 
 

The Unfinished Task – Reach the Last 



“It’s kind of pulling back the curtain a little bit 
into some more of the specific types of things 
that TWR are doing that may not get a lot of 
attention,” Tim Klingbell, TWR’s chief 
development officer said. 
 
Fugler also spoke of awareness. If your interest  
is already increasing, Fugler would refer you 
to the Alliance for the Unreached 
(alliancefortheunreached.org), whose 13 directing 
member organisations include TWR. 
  
“There are dozens of ministries who are 
laser-focussed on the unreached,” Fugler said. 
“You can find one there that you can identify 
with and say, ‘Hey, this is where my heart is. I’m 
going to partner with this organisation.’ … Let’s 
do this together [because] the task is huge.”
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Please pray for this Project  
• Pray for the 3.4 billion people in the world 

who remain unreached with the Gospel. 
• Pray for Evangelical Christians in 

Afghanistan, pray for God’s protection over 
them in this uncertain time. 

• Pray for TWR’s work among the Hazara 
people. Pray that as they hear the Gospel 
they will know the hope that Jesus brings. 

• Thank God for TWR’s Reach the Last 
campaign. Pray that it would serve to 
encourage and inspire people to bring the 
Gospel to those who are yet to be 
reached.
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Bringing Light to Men  
Who Block the Truth
The religious landscape of Nigeria offers a grim 
paradox. The Joshua Project research 
initiative classifies this most populous nation of 
Africa as significantly reached by the Gospel. But 
most believers live in the southern half of the 
country, while the northern half has been called 
the deadliest place in the world for Christians. In 
fact, reports indicate that Nigeria accounts for 
over 80% of martyred Christians globally. 
  
Joshua,* who is head of TWR’s national partner 
in Nigeria and not part of the research initiative, 
pointed out that believers aren't the only ones  
 
 
 
 
 

to suffer at the hands of militants and nomadic 
herdsman belonging to a different religion. 
  
“There are certain fanatics who do not want the 
Gospel associated with their language at all,” 
Joshua said. “They not only attack our 
translators and producers, but they also attack 
their own people who listen to the messages. 
They sometimes trace the radio stations and 
threaten to burn them down if they continue 
[broadcasting Christian programmes]. For the 
translations, we often use people who live away 
from the reach of these fanatics to avoid attacks 
on them.” 
  
Gospel programmes are broadcast in Nigeria in 
the languages of Hausa, Fulfulde, Igbo, Yoruba, 
Kanuri, Pidgin English and African English. 

Please join us in praying for this Project  
• Pray for those who oppose the spread of the Gospel in Northern Nigeria. Pray that their 

hearts will be softened and their eyes would be opened to the truth. 
• Pray for protection for all the TWR staff and volunteers working in the midst of severe 

persecution. 
• Pray that every need will be met as volunteers seek to reach more people with the life-

changing message of Jesus.
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They originate from the Oasis AM transmitter 
at TWR’s West Africa Transmitting Station in 
another country as well as from in-country FM 
stations.  
 
The broadcasts are having an impact as the 
following listener message shows: 
  
“TWR has changed the lives of so many 
members of churches and many Christians here 
in the north. I know two people in this 
[northern city] who were Muslims, but through 
these programmes and the Hausa Bibles TWR 
shared with us, they started reading the Bible 
and today have given their lives to Jesus and 
become Christians.” 
  
TWR Nigeria also distributes donated radios* 
to different parts of the country so people with 
few resources can tune into the programmes 
and share them with neighbours. Discipleship is 
also a major thrust of the ministry, including the 
north. Every Man A Warrior materials used to 
train men are producing “awesome results,” 
Joshua said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Prayers are needed for more resources so they 
can equip volunteers ready to distribute 
content, disciple new believers and respond to 
listener feedback. However beyond resources 
the greatest need is prayer. 
  
“We need prayers so the eyes of those who 
would block others from accessing the truth 
would be opened to see the light and embrace 
truth rather than oppose it,” he added. 
 
* Surname withheld as a security precaution.   
* Donated radios are distributed in many parts of Nigeria, however 
more go to the north, where attending church can be dangerous.
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Sharing Jesus in  
Northern Algeria

The Kabyle people are an unreached Berber 
ethnic group indigenous to the north of Algeria. 
According to The Joshua Project only 0.25% 
of the Kabyle people identify as Christian. 
 
The newly produced programme Names of 
Jesus introduces Kabyle listeners to the person 
and work of Christ, through the many names 
and titles of Jesus as revealed in the Scriptures. 
Throughout the Bible, there are more than one 
hundred names and titles for Jesus Christ and 
the team has chosen in the Names of Jesus series 
to focus on 50 of the more commonly 
referenced names that introduce the listener to 
Jesus. 
  
What makes Names of Jesus unique is that it is 
written and produced by a local team and 
includes locally produced Kabyle worship music, 
several voice talents, and engages the 
communication style of the Kabyle. All 50 
episodes are in production, being broadcast 
through MW radio since October 2021 and 
several are already available on the Radio 
Kabyle website. 
 
 

Kabyle people listening to TWR’s programme on 
the radio station from France write to us asking 
many questions about Jesus, they are very thirsty 
for more knowledge. Many struggle under hard 
circumstances including lack of water and other 
necessities, unemployment, medical needs but 
still they are hungry to learn more about God. 
  
Listener Stories: 
 
“I am so grateful for your programmes and it is 
great that I can find them back on the internet as 
well! I really love the Bible studies and teachings. My 
wife is not a Christian and my family lives very far 
away, so sometimes I feel lonely, but because of you  
I don’t feel all that lonely.”  
  
“I am really happy and grateful for all you do for me 
and others. It is a joy to be able to have discussions, 
share, and pray/receive prayer. Thank you for giving 
us different options on how to connect with you, 
including Facebook.”

Will you join us in prayer:  
• Today we thank God for those reaching out 

to the Kabyle people. We ask that as they 
share the Gospel it will be received and 
bear lasting fruit. 

• We thank God for the Names of Jesus 
programme, we pray for the safety and 
protection of all those working to make 
this available to Kabyle listeners.
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Stories of Hope
“I was in prison for six months. I tuned into 
TWR-UK each night before bed to hear ministry 
and the Bible read. It brought me much peace at 
the most difficult time of my life.” - UK Listener 
 
“I am an Islamic girl, but listening to you has made 
me feel the love of Jesus and know that it’s true 
and real.” - Zanzibar Listener 
 
“Thank you to those who thought of us living in 
remote areas. I am happy to receive the free radio 
so I can listen to the Word of God in my house.”  
- Côte d’Ivoire Listener 
 
“Being blind, I am unable to read the Bible. Your 
programmes help me to understand and grow in 
God’s Word.” - Nepalese Listener

 11 www.twr.org.uk

Leaving  
a Legacy 
of Faith

Leaving a Legacy of Faith
With a gift in your Will, you can help 
 TWR speak hope to future generations. 
 
Tick the box on your response form 
for your free Will guide or phone  
our office: 0161 923 0270
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TWR, PO Box 606, Altrincham, WA14 2YS.    Tel: 0161 923 0270, E-mail: info@twr.org.uk, Web: www.twr.org.uk

Prayer is the backbone of TWR – and we are so grateful that you stand alongside us in intercession!  
God delights to change people’s lives and we are amazed and humbled that He allows TWR to be a part of it all.

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

WEEKENDS

Pray for the 3.4 billion people around the world who remain unreached by the Gospel.  
Thank God for the work of TWR around the world and pray for other organisations  

who are working to translate the Gospel into different languages.

Pray for Evangelical Christians living in Afghanistan, pray for God’s protection over  
them in this uncertain time. Pray for TWR’s work among the Hazara people.  
Pray that as they hear the Gospel they will know the hope that Jesus brings.

Pray for TWR staff and volunteers working to bring the Gospel to Northern Nigeria.  
Pray for those who oppose Christianity in the region, pray that their hearts  

will be softened and their eyes would be opened to the truth.

Thank God for the work of TWR among the Kabyle people in Algeria.  
Pray for the Names of Jesus programme, pray that it will bear lasting fruit in this  

unreached people group. Pray for protection for all those working on this project.

Lift up all those who connect with us through TWR360.  
Pray they are encouraged as they listen to Bible-based programmes  

in their own heart languages.

Please pray for TWR’s ongoing work in the UK.  
 

Thank God for the production team, pray that they will have wisdom and  
creativity to make programmes that bring the Word to the World. 

 
Join us in praying for our listeners, especially those who are aren’t believers.  

Please pray that the Word will be powerful and effective in their lives.

PRAYER DIARY

Prayer Matters  
Speaking Hope 
From January to March we invite you to join us in praying for TWR’s ministry in different languages 
around the world and (at the weekends) in the UK. 


