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This year has proved to be another challenging one for many. Coming out of lockdown it seems 
as though we have moved into yet another period of uncertainty. In February we saw the start of 
the conflict in Ukraine and throughout the year we have seen a steady rise in the cost of living 
around the UK. 
 
When challenges arise it’s easy to become dismayed, but we can have hope because even in the 
greatest of trials God is still with us. Psalm 46 encourages us that in times of trouble we can find 
refuge and strength in Him. 
 
As you read this edition of Listening World we hope you will be encouraged by the stories 
contained, we believe they demonstrate how God is at work in every season. 
 
We take a look at how TWR has been working during the Ukraine crisis, we share an update 
from the TWR Malawi team, and finally we talk about the work TWR is doing to serve people 
in some of the most difficult nations in the world. 
 
We are grateful for your support and prayers – we wouldn’t be able to achieve what we do 
without you standing alongside us. We appreciate each one of you. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

From the Chief Executive Officer,  
Dr Russell Farnworth. 
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Broadcasting in the UK: 

Sky Guide 0138        
Freesat 790        
Freeview 733        
 
www.twr.org.uk           
 
 
 
Smartphone & tablet app 

Connect with us:

@TWRuk 

TransWorldRadioUK 
 

TWR’s bank account for the UK is:  
CAF BANK Limited, PO Box 289,  
West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA. 
Sort code 40-52-40,  A/c number 00006887. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support which 
makes it possible for us to continue reaching 
out and touching hearts with the Gospel.  
 
Our commitment to you: read TWR-UK’s 
Supporter Charter at www.twr.org.uk/charter. 
 
Trans World Radio Ltd. is a non-profit-
making Limited Company No 782348 and a 
Registered Charity in England No 233363. 
 
Address: TWR, PO Box 606, 

Altrincham, WA14 2YS 
Tel: 0161 923 0270 
Email: info@twr.org.uk 
Web: www.twr.org.uk 

190 countries

275 languages

One Hope
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This year marked the 30th year for our TWR 
partners in Ukraine. Plans were under way to 
celebrate the occasion but no one could have 
imagined that the nation was about to be 
plunged into a war, the likes of which have not 
been seen in Europe since the end of the Second 
World War. 
 
As Russian troops poured into the nation on 

24th February our team in Ukraine were forced 
to leave their normal lives. Our partners in 
Kharkiv fled across the country to take their 
families and children to safety while our team in 
Kyiv prepared for a potential attack on the 
capital. It’s by the grace of God that none of the 
team were killed or seriously injured.  
 
Nevertheless throughout the turmoil and 

Ukraine Hope  
in the Chaos 
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upheaval TWR Ukraine has continued to 
produce encouraging, Christ-centred content that 
is being transmitted to both Ukrainian and 
Russian speakers in the country and beyond. 
 
Over the Easter period the TWR team 
partnered with the Jesus Film Project to create a 
series of programmes sharing the story of Jesus 
in the lead up to Easter Sunday. The radio 
transmitters used for the project were able to 
reach several of the countries where many of the 
displaced Ukrainians have fled, including: Poland, 
Moldova, Romania and Slovakia. 
 
It wasn’t long before listeners began writing in: 
“We are very grateful to you for these 
programmes, and in the present time of war, we 
do not stop listening to them,” another individual 
commented, “they have now become even more 
inspiring and needed.” 
 
There is hope in Jesus Christ. Psalm 46 reminds 
us how, “God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.”  The TWR Ukraine 
team have been faithful as they continue to 
produce content and share the hope of Jesus in 
the midst of conflict. 
 
On 30th March TWR Ukraine were able to 
mark their 30th anniversary, albeit on social 
media. The response was moving as hundreds of 
comments were received: 
 
“You bring love to the people,” one woman 
wrote (in the English translation). “May the Lord 
protect you.” 
 
 “May God continue to show his miracles in your 
service and the spread of the word of God” yet 
another wrote. “Love you. I’ve listened for over 
20 years daily (now via internet) and can’t imagine 
my life without you.”

Please continue to pray:  
• Praise God for 30 years of TWR in 

Ukraine and the continuation of this work 
in spite of great obstacles.  

• Please continue to lift up the TWR 
Ukraine family who left the country 
because of the special needs of their child.  

• TWR’s contact in Russia was prevented 
from a planned ministry journey. Please 
ask the Lord to provide him with wisdom 
and foresight about the next steps.  

• Thank God for all those who gave to our 
Ukraine Appeal Fund, we were able to 
send over £25,000 from TWR-UK.

TWR Ukraine 
Director  
Alex Chumt

Ukraine Hope in the Chaos 
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An, a retired party secretary in China, heard the 
Gospel multiple times, but each time his heart 
remained cold and indifferent. 
  
One day a local TWR partner handed him a 
radio preloaded with dramatized Bible stories 
produced as part of the SON-Lift project. Out of 
curiosity An listened to the stories and was 
pleasantly surprised to find them in Hakka, his 
native tongue. Soon he began attending church 
and discussing the stories with other believers. 
  
The SON-Lift project is a major initiative of 
TWR Asia’s Chinese Ministry which aims to speak 
hope in the local languages of various unreached 
people groups (UPGs) in China. China is the 
world’s most populous country and home to 
roughly 20 percent of the global population, yet 
around 80% of its 545 people groups still have 

not heard about Jesus, according to the Joshua 
Project. 
  
China now sits at No. 17 on Open Doors’ 
2021 World Watch List, which identifies the top 
50 countries where it’s most difficult to follow 
Jesus – rising 26 places in just three years. 
Several religious laws and recent calls by 
authorities to adapt religions to socialist society 
have created unprecedented challenges for 
missionaries in certain parts of the country. 
Interruptions such as home raids and police 
investigations have impeded efforts at 
ministering to individuals. Some believers also 
have a difficult time securing Christian books 
and resources, which is why media is so valuable. 
Media transcends barriers – geographical, 
political and religious – to reach places 
inaccessible to pastors and missionaries. 
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In 1977 TWR began using media to share the 
good news with the people of China. What started 
as a radio-only ministry now broadcasts 
discipleship and evangelistic programmes across 
multiple media platforms in 10 languages and 
dialects including Mandarin, Hakka, Nuosu, Yue and 
Minnan. 
  
Alongside ministry partners, TWR tailors many 
of these programmes to address some of the 
most pressing issues facing the Chinese people. 
One example is From Despair to Hope created 
to help listeners cope during the COVID-19 
global crisis. 
  
“When COVID-19 first broke out in Wuhan, our 
team quickly planned for a series of evangelistic 
programmes based on this context, seeking to 
speak hope to people who are grasped by fear 
and hopelessness,” TWR Asia’s Chinese Ministry 
Director May Chen said. 
  
Other programmes broadcast by the ministry 
include:  
• God Remembers Them, which mobilizes Mandarin-

speaking believers to pray for UPGs in China.  
• The Word Today, in which each episode provides a 

message centred on a specific word or phrase 
from the Bible.  

• Hope for Today, which provides relevant 
illustrations and biblical insights for everyday life. 

 

Speaking Hope to China’s Unreached Peoples

Photo taken from IMB.org

“The Chinese Ministry continues to produce and beam biblically sound 
programming from TWR’s Guam and Silk Road transmitters into China.” 



The ministry distributes these programmes 
using one or more of the following media: radio, 
mobile apps and the internet. Shortwave radio 
still remains one of the ministry’s most widely 
used distribution channels, despite the rise of 
digital technologies such as smartphones and the 
internet, largely thanks to its distinct security 
features. Unlike the internet shortwave 
broadcasts are harder to censor and listeners 
can retain their anonymity. 
  
Additionally, while internet access has become 
increasingly commonplace in recent years not 
everyone has the privilege of participating in the 
online experience. China currently boasts the 
largest online community in the world at over 1 
billion internet users, however this still leaves 
402 million people without internet access, a 
population larger than every other country on 
earth except India. In fact, China’s offline 
population comprises more people than the 
combined populations of the four largest 
countries of Europe – Russia, Germany, the 
United Kingdom and France. 
 
“It is very likely that a big portion of the UPGs 
belong to the offline population as well,” Chen 
said. “Are they being forgotten? No. As 
censorship and persecution continue to restrict 
the effectiveness of mass media in outreach, 
shortwave and medium-wave broadcasts remain 
a viable channel to reach these offline people.” 

Harnessing the full potential of shortwave to 
spread the Gospel, the Chinese Ministry continues 
to produce and beam biblically sound 
programming from TWR’s Guam and Silk Road 
transmitters into China. About 76 percent of 
weekly shortwave and medium-wave broadcasts 
into the country consist of programmes geared 
toward UPGs. The ministry also partners with 
local churches, pastors and believers to 
distribute shortwave radios among UPGs in the 
region. 
 
One pastor shared, “In China today, Christianity 
is a sensitive topic. Religious books, publications, 
WeChat public accounts and WeChat accounts 
are basically blocked. From now on it’ll be more 
and more difficult to obtain spiritual provision. 
Hence, we find radio at an advantage now, 
because it will not be bound by these.

7 www.twr.org.uk
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Reaching Chitipa and Surrounds  
with the Gospel in Malawi 
Lying on the Bulambya plains, on the tip of the 
map of Malawi is Chitipa district - home to a 
diverse group of people, with a variety of 
languages and cultures. Chitipa covers an area of 
4,288 km² and has a population of 234,927 and 
one inescapable fact about people in Chitipa is 
that they love their heritage.  
 
Malawi is a diverse nation which comprises of 
Christian, Muslim and Hindu religions and, in 
rural areas, animistic religion too. Obviously this 
presents a challenge in how to approach 
reaching people with the Gospel. 
 
Nevertheless Romans 10:14 reads, “How then 
shall they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of 
whom they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher?” 
 
TWR Malawi started FM Christian 
broadcasting in December 2000 in Blantyre and 
then expanded to the central and northern 
parts in subsequent years. However Chitipa and 

Karonga in the far north remained unreached on 
FM for almost 20 years due to financial 
challenges. 
 
TWR Malawi prayerfully decided to call on 
their listeners, friends and partners to raise 
funds for the installation of transmitters to reach 
these two districts.  
 
The first transmitter for which all funds were 
raised in Malawi, was installed in 2020 which 
enabled people in the Karonga district to tune in 
to TWR. 
 
But the work was not yet done. In 2021 a 
campaign was launched to raise 30 million 
Kwacha (an estimated £31,000) to enable the 
purchase and installation of transmission 
equipment in Chitipa, the northernmost district 
in Malawi. 
 
The transmitter at Chisansu in Chitipa was 
switched on at 6pm on Sunday 21st November 
2021. Victor Kaonga, National Director of TWR 
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Malawi said, “We had been desiring to 
complete the FM expansion network so that we 
have a clear signal right from Nsanje in the south 
to Chitipa in the far north. This installation 
enabled us to ably fulfil our mission in Malawi to 
let everyone hear God’s Word.”  Letting the 
people in the north of the country access the 
TWR FM signal is a dream come true for the 
Malawi team. 
 
Broadcasts in the ChiLambya language (one of 
Chitipa’s main languages understood by 
residents in the border areas of Tanzania and 
Zambia), will be produced and aired. Funds will 
also be allocated to produce a 2-year radio 
magazine programme to address issues and 
struggles faced by people with disabilities. 
 
Within the first minutes of broadcasting, 
listeners based in Kameme, Misuku, Chitipa 
plains and Nthalire contacted TWR to express 
their excitement. A listener living in the 
Malawi-Tanzania border area at Kameme, Chitipa 
expressed how he used to listen to the 

broadcast from Manzini, Swaziland in the 1980s 
and 1990s. Upon starting to hear the broadcast 
on FM, he said, “Kameme is part of Malawi 
because of TWR. Welcome TWR, my radio.” 
Another listener gratefully welcomed the station 
in his area and said that the broadcast had been 
very far from Chitipa. “We only heard that it was 
in towns. We are very glad it has come here. We, 
the people of Chisansu under our Senior Chief 
and the whole Chitipa are very thankful to 
TWR for bringing us the Word of God on 
radio.” 
 
Please pray with TWR Malawi that the Word 
of God will fall on fertile ground, grow and bear 
much fruit.

Will you join us in praying for 
TWR Malawi’s expansion 
project:  
• Pray that as the Gospel is broadcast many 

of the people in Chitipa district will listen 
and give their lives to Jesus Christ.  

• Pray that any in-person ministry will have a 
growing impact on the lives of the people 
in Chitipa and the surrounding region.  

• Pray for wisdom and strategy for the 
TWR Malawi team as they seek to put 
together relevant content for such a 
diverse audience.  

•   Thank God for His provision in enabling 
this project to happen. Pray for all those 
who gave sacrificially to make this a reality 
ask that God will bless them.
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A prominent fear was that minority 
communities – including Christians – would be 
hunted down and harshly treated, if not tortured 
and killed.  Some Christians were able to escape, 
seeking refuge in the United States, Europe and 
elsewhere. Others went underground, hiding the 
best they could. This is especially disconcerting 
because in recent years, Open Doors has 
ranked Afghanistan alongside North Korea atop 
its World Watch List of countries where it’s 
“most difficult to follow Jesus.” 
 
International Christian Concern reports 
that an estimated 8,000 to 10,000 Christians 
remain in the country. If there’s a silver lining, 
one ICC official notes that among them are 
those believers who sense God’s call to stay and 
faithfully serve Him there. “They’ve accepted the 
fact that God has a plan for them, in that God 
wants a church in Afghanistan, and they want to 

be members of that church, regardless of the 
persecution that is likely to come forward and 
affect them,” he said. 
 
Long before the Taliban re-emerged on the 
global scene, TWR was proclaiming the hope 
and peace of the Gospel, reaching listeners in 
Afghanistan from its powerful PANI transmitter 
with an array of Bible-centric programmes. 
In the midst of this latest development, TWR is 
dedicated to ministering to those Christians 
now living under a veil of secrecy. We also 
remain committed to heralding the good news 
to those who still need to hear that God loves 
them and demonstrated that eternal love 
through the death, burial and resurrection of His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Our ministry partner quickly adapted its 
programme outreach, adjusting some of the 

When the Taliban swept through Afghanistan last summer – toppling its 
government and seizing control of the country – their swift advance sent 
shock waves reverberating throughout the world.   
Fears abounded.

Afghanistan God’s Word  
Pierces the Veil of Secrecy 
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content to speak directly into the situation. It is 
aiming to encourage believers to cast their eyes 
heavenward and to trust God even deeper, 
though they now feel unsettled and concerned 
about the future. 
 
Not only is TWR providing programming that 
will touch people’s hearts, but follow-up 
workers are also talking with listeners who call 
in after a programme airs. While the Taliban 
takeover means they can’t meet face to face as 
they once did, they’re still able to bolster our 
listeners’ faith over the phone. 
 
One listener not only expressed concern about 
the political upheaval inside Afghanistan but also 
voiced worries 
about the 
deteriorating 
economy. 
 
“There’s been a huge 
rise in the price of 
food, and this has led 
to rioting,” the man 
said. “I feel 
depressed.” 
 
The follow-up 
worker turned the 
conversation toward 
Jesus’ admonition at 
the end of Matthew 6 to trust a loving heavenly 
Father to provide all their needs. 
 
“Do not worry then, saying, ‘What are we to eat?’ or 
‘What are we to wear for clothing.’ For the Gentiles 
eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. But 
seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and 
all these things will be provided to you.” 
 
The follow-up worker boldly challenged the 
listener to pray for his countrymen and for 
those who seem to be his enemies. After praying 
together, the man said he was greatly 
encouraged! 

Another listener, while talking with a member of 
the follow-up team, passed his phone to a friend 
who claimed to be a part of a group that has 
chosen to follow Christ. He and the group 
wanted our help to get to Europe because there 
they could pray openly inside a building. The 
follow-up worker helped that listener to 
understand that “it isn’t the place of prayer that 
makes the difference, but the place prayer has in 
our hearts.” He added, “While it is outside our 
capacity to get anyone to Europe, we are praying 
for God to make a way for them to be followers 
of Christ within their own country.” 
 
TWR knows the power of Christian 
programming. We’ve seen God use our 

broadcasts to reach 
listeners across 
Afghanistan. Before 
the Taliban’s 
blitzkrieg, one 
listener told us: 
“After some 
Christians came and 
prayed, my daughter 
was healed. She has 
her own family, and I 
told her to listen to 
the broadcasts. She 
listened intently and 
expressed her faith 
in Christ.” 

 
Please join us in praying for God’s wisdom and 
direction as we seek to make an impact for Jesus 
in Afghanistan. 
 
Thomas Prasad, TWR’s international director 
for South Asia, said, “When we all get to heaven, 
what a glorious day that will be to meet our 
Saviour and Lord, who will show to us whom He 
has saved, and that would lead us to give Him 
glory for equipping us now to reach the needy 
people in Afghanistan.”
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TWR, PO Box 606, Altrincham, WA14 2YS.    Tel: 0161 923 0270, E-mail: info@twr.org.uk, Web: www.twr.org.uk

Prayer is the backbone of TWR – and we are so grateful that you stand alongside us in intercession!  
God delights to change people’s lives and we are amazed and humbled that He allows TWR to be a part of it all.

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

WEEKENDS

Praise God for 30 years of TWR in Ukraine and the continuation of this  
work in spite of great obstacles. Please continue to lift up the TWR Ukraine  

family who left the country because of the special needs of their child.

Pray for TWR Asia’s Chinese Ministry: pray for wisdom and strategy  
as they continue to reach out to the unreached people groups there.  

Pray the programmes produced will touch the hearts of those who listen.

Pray for TWR Malawi that as the Gospel is broadcast many of the people in Chitipa  
district will listen and give their lives to Jesus Christ. Pray that any in-person ministry will 
have a growing impact on the lives of the people in Chitipa and the surrounding region.

Pray for believers in Afghanistan that God will protect them,  
and that our listeners there will be encouraged and strengthened  

in the faith as they engage with our content.

Lift up all those who connect with us through TWR360.  
Pray they are able to learn more about God as they listen to  

programmes in their heart languages

Please pray for TWR’s ongoing work in the UK.  
 

Thank God for the production team, pray that they will have wisdom and  
creativity to make programmes that bring the Word to the World. 

 
Join us in praying for our listeners, especially those who are aren’t believers.  

Please pray that the Word will be powerful and effective in their lives.

PRAYER DIARY

Prayer Matters  
Speaking Hope 
From July to September we invite you to join us in praying for TWR’s ministry in different languages 
around the world and (at the weekends) in the UK.  


